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Filed for intro on  05/28/2003

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 695
By  Cochran

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Bob Ratliff of
Elizabethton on being inducted into the Military
Order of the Purple Heart.

WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly, along with the citizens of

Tennessee and of this nation, are intensely proud of those brave men and women who have

served their country in times of armed conflict in defense of our liberty and way of life; all

Americans are eternally grateful for and appreciative of the sacrifices made by those citizen

soldiers who have sometimes suffered injury or death at the hands of our foes; and

WHEREAS, Bob Ratliff of Elizabethton is one such brave and estimable individual who

will receive a belated Purple Heart on May 30, 2003; and

WHEREAS, General George Washington, Commander of the Continental Army,

conceiving a need for a military decoration which would be available to the common soldier for

outstanding valor and merit, instituted by General Orders of August 7, 1782, the Badge of

Military Merit; it was designed as a heart made of purple cloth or silk edged with narrow lace or

binding to be worn on the left breast; and
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WHEREAS, General Washington's orders were lost or misfiled for almost 150 years until

a search in preparation for the celebration of his bicentennial brought them to light again; on

February 22, 1932, the War Department revived the Purple Heart decoration as a bronze metal

heart, plated with gold and enameled with various colors, with a bust of Washington in the

center, surmounted with the Washington coat-of-arms, suspended from a purple and white

ribbon; and

WHEREAS, the Purple Heart is awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United

States who have been wounded by an instrument of war in the hands of an enemy, and is

posthumously awarded to the next of kin in the name of those who have been killed in action or

who died of wounds received in action; Purple Hearts have been awarded for action in World

War II, Korea, and Vietnam, and up to and including more recent conflicts at the end of the last

century and the beginning of this century; and

WHEREAS, serving a tour in Vietnam during 1970-1971, Mr. Ratliff was a member of the

United States Army’s C Troop, 1st 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, when he was injured by

flying debris during an engagement with hostile forces; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Ratliff for many years has been attempting to prove that he was injured

in combat, and he will finally get the recognition he deserves on the same day that the United

States Postal Service unveils a new Purple Heart stamp; and

WHEREAS, throughout the years, Tennesseans have been inspired by those who have

earned the Purple Heart to renewed confidence, loyalty, and support for the United States

Armed Forces; their combat wounds remind us of their great valor and unshaken commitment to

the preservation of this nation, its liberty, and its way of life; and

WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly are profoundly appreciative of the

selfless sacrifice made by Tennesseans who have served their nation in the United States

Armed Forces, especially those who have received combat wounds, who were awarded the

Purple Heart; now, therefore,
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, that we honor and congratulate Bob Ratliff of Elizabethton on being awarded a

Purple Heart, salute his patriotism and devotion to his country, and wish him the best in all his

future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


